
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 31 May 2006] 

 p3366d-3369a 
Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Brendon Grylls; Speaker 

 [1] 

GERALDTON REGIONAL PARLIAMENT 
Closing Statements 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [5.01 pm]:  On behalf of everyone on the government side, and I 
am sure I speak for everyone in the chamber, I say that it has been a great pleasure to be here in Geraldton, not 
just for the parliamentary sittings, but also for the days preceding them.  During that time we have met with a 
range of community and business groups, local community groups, local governments and so on.  I make special 
mention of the Geraldton City Council and its wonderful mayor, Vickie Petersen; the Queens Park Theatre staff; 
and the Greenough shire council and its president, John Sewell, for their great assistance and support.  I pay 
tribute to the Relay for Life caterers, who have provided morning and afternoon tea during our sitting in 
Geraldton.  They are volunteers, and they will donate funds raised during this parliamentary sitting to fighting 
cancer, which I think is a magnificent contribution. 

[Applause.] 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  There have been many highlights in coming to Geraldton.  For many of us, the 
highlight has been to see this place uplifted in a way that was almost inconceivable five or six years ago.  
Yesterday I had the privilege of opening the new $49 million Geraldton Health Campus.  It is a state-of-the-art 
facility to service the entire region.  As a result of the opening of the new campus, Geraldton is the first major 
regional centre to have a regional health network under the state government’s major health reforms.  I 
congratulate the Minister for Health on the reforms that he is introducing in Geraldton.  We have also announced 
while we have been in Geraldton the allocation of $105 000 to the Shire of Greenough to assist in the restoration 
of the historic Maley’s Bridge, which was a point of contention when we arrived in the city; $1.9 million towards 
the construction of a $3.8 million wind farm at Kalbarri; and $250 000 to help the Shires of Carnamah, Coorow, 
Mingenew, Morawa, Mullewa, Three Springs and Perenjori establish a wildflower regional local government. 

I thank the local member for Geraldton, Shane Hill, and his office staff for their support.  Best of all, we have got 
a sense of the people, the spirit and the place, and a sense of the history that has created this place.  I will start 
close to home with a bit of surprising history about our very own member for Perth, who was a former resident 
of Geraldton.  It turns out that his name is written in the local record books.  I am talking about John Hyde, the 
son of the great John Hyde from the Geelong Football Club and the Claremont Football Club, who was one of 
the greatest players the Australian Football League has ever seen.  His own son booted nine out of 11 goals here 
in one game as a ruckman before he shrank.  That game was between Brigades and Rovers.  The following week 
he was sorted out by the even greater Gus Mourish, and that was effectively the end of his career.  There is a 
sense of history when we mention some of the leading country football players such as Charlie Comeagain, and 
the Comeagain family from Mullewa, who are legendary in country football, not to mention that the member for 
Perth set Chris Mainwaring on the path to fame when he had the courage to drop him and then to trade him.  
Chris’s mother took him out of the club and placed him in another club, and off they went, and Brigades never 
forgave the member for Perth.  His name is still black in that town.  We have learnt about George Alexander 
Houston, the former mayor of Geraldton and the man who was called “Keg Legs” Houston.  He led the town in 
1929 and 1930.  He owned the Freemasons Hotel.  He was a great contributor to the spirit of this city.   

We have come across many other people here.  I will rattle off a few names.  Relisha Dingo and Deanne Nandi 
are from the incredible netball academy.  Imam Abdul Qudus is from the Muslim community.  What a wonderful 
contribution he made to our ceremony yesterday at the hospital.  I make mention of the brilliant staff at the 
Holland Street School for children with disabilities, which I visited yesterday; people such as Lindsay Carslake, 
who is sitting here and who has travelled for one and a half hours from his home just to be here today; Francis 
Kelly, who is in the audience also; the great school principals in this region such as John Lewis, Kevin 
Pilkington and Robyn Spouse.  I mention Faye and Ken Prosser.  Faye was caught on tape and appeared on the 
news last night kissing me.  She is the proprietor of the Coffee and Kisses Cafe.  I mention her daughter 
Catherine Strawbridge.  They have made a great contribution.  They have come all the way from South Australia 
to live here because this is now a go-ahead place.  John Barnard, an old constituent of mine, is now at The 
Geraldton Guardian.  Natalie and Brian at the Freemasons Hotel put up with us the other night.  They were very 
interested in our stories about the ghost of Auntie Mary.  There is some very interesting history.  I make mention 
of all those wonderful people.  I also mention Waradjil, who goes by the name of Maxine Gregory and who is a 
great Yamatji artist here, and Yvonne Radcliffe.  These are the sorts of people who make this community 
magnificent.  We come here, speak to them, learn about them and help to contribute.  However, they are among 
the people who make this such a great place to come to now.  The spirit of this place is unrecognisable compared 
with what it was previously.  Everyone who has been in this theatre and everyone who is a part of this 
community should be congratulated. 

I will dedicate the last two seconds to the local member, Shane Hill.  What a star and what a great contributor he 
is.  I thank him very much for his help.  I also thank the Leader of the Liberal Party, the Leader of the National 
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Party, all their members and the two Independents for what I believe has been a wonderfully successful time.  
Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [5.06 pm]:  I join with the Premier to 
firstly thank the people of Geraldton, Greenough and the mid-west for their very warm hospitality in welcoming 
the Parliament, which has come all the way from the city to their great community.  There is no doubt that this is 
a historic sitting or showcasing of the Parliament here in Geraldton.  It has been good for us.  It has given us the 
opportunity to sharpen our focus on the issues in the community and the challenges facing the mid-west region.  
Similar to government members, we have been briefed on the whole spectrum, from health and education to law 
and order, industry and infrastructure. 

I compliment the City of Geraldton and the Shire of Greenough on their New City: New Vision strategy.  In 
particular, I thank Her Worship Vickie Petersen, the mayor of Geraldton, and John Sewell, the president of the 
Shire of Greenough.  I wish them well on the amalgamation of the city and the shire.  I recall that it was not long 
ago when I was minister that we recommended the amalgamation.  At that time, the community was not ready 
for it, and in a poll it rejected that amalgamation.  With the tremendous growth in this area, the time has now 
come for the two local governments to join.  There is a great, sustainable future for this community.  The issues 
that we have identified have existed for some time, including the southern transport corridor stage 2 and Indian 
Ocean Drive.  Members heard the debate on that today.  I know that our own member for Moore, Gary Snook, 
headed a focus group comprising people from Geraldton, Greenough, Irwin, Carnamah, Coorow, Dandaragan 
and Gingin.  They met all and sundry to try to get Indian Ocean Drive fast-tracked by the federal government, 
the state minister and so on.  It is a very important project for this area.  It will take a lot of traffic off Brand 
Highway.  Coupled with some passing lanes and bypasses, it will certainly make this place accessible in a far 
quicker and safer way. 

We also note with interest the developments at the port.  We will monitor them with great interest.  Certainly, 
Oakajee poses a great challenge for the whole community.  We will certainly watch with interest the issues 
relating to the railway line, the port, the gas connection and electricity.  With all the development that is taking 
place, there is an opportunity to plan for the future, and for the government, industry, the community and the 
regions to have a shared vision and shared objectives and to work together.   

This sitting coincided with the opening of the regional hospital, which I believe is outstanding.  We witnessed in 
the south west the co-location of the old St John of God Hospital and the Bunbury Regional Hospital when the 
opposition was in government.  It is very important that we do not forget the hinterland towns and district 
hospitals and that we ensure they are not adversely affected by the opening of the regional hospital.  It is a 
wonderful concept to have all aspects of health care in one place in a regional centre, and we support that 
strongly.  However, it should not be at the expense of communities like Dongara, Chapman Valley, Northampton 
and Mullewa.  We saw an example of that in the past.  We must keep our eyes open to ensure that that does not 
happen here.  We must ensure that Geraldton has an excellent, vibrant health campus, but not let resources fall 
away in the outer areas.  We must resist the temptation when we come to the regions as a Parliament to use the 
occasion for party political purposes.  We have seen the government make every post a winner here in the run-up 
to the sitting of the Parliament.  The member for Geraldton has benefited from this regional visit, even today 
with the announcement on Maley’s Bridge, which was not on the agenda yesterday - and good luck to him.  He 
deserves it as the local member.  He must ensure that he extracts every possible ounce of funding that he can out 
of the government while he is the member. 

As I said yesterday, the opposition wants the Geraldton seat to be very marginal.  That is no reflection on the 
sitting member.  It is important that we do not trivialise the debate.  We have seen the best and the worst of 
Parliament in this session.  We have tried to play to the audience, perhaps a little too much on occasions.  If 
people are disappointed by that, we apologise.  However, we certainly did not want to detract from what happens 
in Parliament.  I thank the Premier for being the Premier and for his generous inclusion of the Liberal Party and 
National Party.  We do appreciate that.  We wish the community of Geraldton all the very best in the future. 

[Applause.] 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [5.12 pm]:  On behalf of the National Party, I 
thank the community of Geraldton and Greenough, and the hinterland to the mid-west, for the opportunity to 
share with them this great experience in Geraldton.  I know the member for Greenough has looked forward to 
showcasing this region to us, his colleagues, and we look forward to spending more time this week and into the 
future in this great part of Western Australia.  I thank also the parliamentary staff for their effort in coming here 
and putting together the chamber.  It is difficult for them to be away from their homes, but they have done a 
great job.  We really have showcased Parliament.  I thank the people who have managed to find time to come 
here to watch Parliament at work.  It has been very representative.  Sometimes we have good debates where 
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everybody agrees a lot of the time, and sometimes we have very strong disagreements, and that is what 
Parliament should be about. 

There is a tinge of sadness, though, about this regional sitting of Parliament because, as a result of the electoral 
reform, the Western Australian Electoral Commission will start to redraw the boundaries for Western Australia 
in the coming months.  No longer will there be a member for Geraldton and a member for Greenough.  The great 
results those members have been able to achieve through their work will no longer be possible.  There will be 
only one member of Parliament from this part of Western Australia.  That fundamental change to politics in 
Western Australia, where six seats will be taken from regional Western Australia and six seats increased in 
metropolitan Perth, will not be good for the fundamentals I have talked about, with a growing Western 
Australian economy.  On behalf of the National Party, I thank everybody.  However, those in country Western 
Australia have a tough road ahead to have their voice heard in Parliament post-electoral reform. 

[Applause.] 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Members, it falls to the Speaker to make the final address in this regional 
Parliament.  I thank the people of Geraldton and the mid-west for their support of this regional Parliament.  I, 
too, think it was sensational how much pride the two local members, Shane Hill and Grant Woodhams, showed 
in their electorates and in this particular region in all functions they attended.  I congratulate both members for 
that outstanding performance.  I consider that this sitting has been an outstanding success.  This does not occur 
without a great deal of assistance from a wide range of people and organisations.  The following people need 
special mention: Peter McHugh, the head of the Legislative Assembly; John Mandy; Kirsten Robinson and the 
rest of the Legislative Assembly staff; Russell Bremner; Peter Pascoe; Rolf Goff; Ken Craig; the Hansard 
reporters, both here and in Perth, because the staff in Perth are producing the Hansard document; and Jane Gray 
of the education unit - I hope most members of Parliament witnessed our outreach workers and the education 
system in progress.  I am sure the children of Geraldton have enjoyed the experience of visiting this regional 
Parliament.  One of the great things about regional Parliaments is being able to showcase to the children, 
especially, their Parliament in action.   

I thank also Vickie Petersen, the Mayor of the City of Geraldton, and John Sewell, shire president of the Shire of 
Greenough, for their leadership and for ensuring their administrations were supportive of this regional 
parliamentary sitting.  I thank the Geraldton City Council and its staff.  My staff have asked me to especially 
recognise three people from the Queens Park Theatre: Brian Robartson, Brad Worth and Aaron Willcot.  
Without the assistance of those three gentlemen, this sitting would have been much more difficult to put on.  We 
genuinely thank them for their expert advice.  I thank also the council staff from the Shire of Greenough.  Just to 
show how we tried to utilise local companies where possible to both maximise effect and reduce the cost for 
Parliament, the following companies were used in this regional sitting: Geraldton Party Hire; Geraldton Carpet 
Factory; Blockwork Creative Programs and Event Management; Dalgleish Catering; Relay for Life caterers, 
which is run by Joanne Diss and which is the company the Premier mentioned that raises funds for the fight 
against cancer; the Geraldton branch of the Western Australian Museum; Chapman Valley Wines; McDonalds 
Wholesalers, supplying Neverfail Springwater; Geraldton Hire and Scaffolding Services; K9 Electrical Services; 
M.L. Communications; Midwest Business Services; Hi-Lite Security; and Skywest.  Of course, members of the 
Western Australian police service were used extensively in security, especially those from the Geraldton Police 
Station, the dog squad and the protective services unit.  I acknowledge also Allied Pickfords’ Geraldton depot, 
Mid West Photo-Graphics and Batavia Coast Removals.  It can be seen from that list that Parliament 
endeavoured to utilise as many local people as possible, and that adds to the event itself.   

It is pleasing that at this regional sitting we saw 1 700 students through our education system, which is up several 
hundred on the Albany experience.  At times it looked as though there were not as many visitors as there were in 
Albany; however, this is a much bigger auditorium than the one we sat in in Albany.  I assure members that a 
great number of people have come through.  I think this regional sitting of Parliament has been a success, and I 
thank all members for both their tolerance in putting up with conditions we do not normally endure, and doing so 
in the best manner, which has meant that the people of this region have seen their Parliament in action and in a 
good light.  I thank all members. 

[Applause.] 
 


